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Cold sore virus 'treats skin cancer’
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Although it's not yet being licenced, doctor are excited about the very real prospect of a
brand new type of treatment for advanced melanoma. T-Vec is unique, using a virus to

enter and kill cancerous cells.

This latest study in the Journal of Clinical Oncology is the largest ever randomised trial of
an anti-cancer virus. It involved 436 patients with inoperable tumours and showed that T-

Vec injections could lengthen survival by years, but only for some.

Researchers now want to do more studies to help better identify which patients might
benefit from the treatment and whether it should be used alongside other melanoma

drugs that are already approved.
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Questions

W -

What makes this cancer treatment different from others?

What did the patients who took part in this trial have in common?

True or false? The research suggests that every patient treated with T-Vec will live longer.
True or false? Researchers want more studies to find out if this new treatment could be

offered at the same time as other licenced drugs.
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Answers to the questions:

I. What makes this cancer treatment different from others?
Answer: It uses a virus to kill cancerous cells.

2. What did the patients who took part in this trial have in common?
Answer: They all had inoperable tumours.

3. True or false? The research suggests that every patient treated with T-Vec will live longer.
Answer: False. Only some of the patients in the trial survived for longer.

4. True or false? Researchers want more studies to find out if this new treatment could be
offered at the same time as other licenced drugs.
Answer: True. They want more studies to find out whether this
treatment should be used with other drugs that are already approved.
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