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Sea creatures confused by harbour lights
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With harbours operating around the clock, night time lighting is an essential feature for the

shipping industry. But this study suggests it could have costly consequences.

Scientists at the University of Exeter in the UK say that artificial illumination is confusing
some small clinging sea creatures. Some of these, such as keel worms, can cause damage
when they attach to ships' hulls - and the bright lights seem to be drawing them in.

An influx of these animals can slow down boats and they are expensive to remove.

The light pollution is also having an effect on shade-loving sea creatures such as sponges,

causing them to seek a home in darker waters.

The researchers are concerned that this is disrupting the delicate balance of these marine

communities.
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Questions

I. Why should the shipping industry be concerned about the effect of lights on sea
creatures?

2. Apart from causing damage, what other effect do the sea creatures have on ships?

What does artificial lighting do to sea sponges?

4. Which word in the text means 'related to the sea'?

w

Vocabulary and definitions

feature S Pl

shipping industry fiiizlk

artificial illumination NENCE

clinging W, AR

hulls fiik, A g

drawing them in Befsin

influx (D) WA, ILE

shade-loving W

disrupting (B LT
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Answers to the questions:

I. Why should the shipping industry be concerned about the effect of lights on sea
creatures!?
Answer: Because it makes them attach to ships, which causes damage.

2. Apart from causing damage, what other effect do the sea creatures have on ships?
Answer: They slow down ships.

3. What does artificial lighting do to sea sponges?
Answer: It makes them seek darker waters elsewhere.

4. Which word in the text means 'related to the sea"?
Answer: Marine.
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