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Neil: Hello and welcome to On the Town, I'm Neil.
Helen: And | am Helen.

Neil: Hmmm... This is Helen who is wearing a very nice silk blouse, by the way ...
oh, yes, very nice indeed...

Helen: Oh, thank you. And it's very delicate... iX & ABUM LR EL L2 442, i ?
It's my favourite top!

Neil: And it's very appropriate for this programme. We are going to talk about a
cape and a 4-metre long scarf that are on display at the Victoria and Albert
museum here in London. They are made from the silk of more than one
million female golden orb-weaver spiders!

Helen:  Wi! gk spiders mhi 22 il (4 XAIENTT 2 1'm terrified of spiders. FRABAKIE
wRREnt 22, 1 HAZ 1 H 7 R 22 one million spiders!!!

Neil: Yeah, a lot of them! One of the two creators of the cape and scarf, Simon
Peers, explained in an interview to a BBC reporter how it's done. He talks
about the threads used to make the cape that is the colour of gold.

Insert

Simon Peers: This is the natural colour of the silk that comes from the golden orb spider
that we collect in Madagascar and we extract the threads from the spider and then... the
process is lengthy, as you can imagine, but to get eventually to produce this, which is an
extraordinary cape.

Neil: Simon Peers says that the process is lengthy.

Helen: Lengthy iK1, EMOX A4 — 8RR 2R Tk, a lengthy process. [k
142 the threads from the spider 124 very thin. ZHE extract IR AE S . Al
HRENE WK spider web —REEAL T .

Neil: And the spiders are very small. The BBC reporter Rebecca Jones was
interested to know if the spiders were hurt during the process. Listen out for
the way she asks Simon Peers this question that has often appeared about
movies where we see animals on screen.

Helen: Yes, {EHEERMNLHEED: KA FES R 22 0%. JE ANz
{347 animal welfare {E &,
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Neil: Let's hear what Rebecca asks the co-creator of the spider silk cape.

Insert

Rebecca Jones: Obviously I've got to ask this question: were any spiders harmed in the
making of this cape?

Simon Peers: We've avoided ... we've totally ... we do everything to avoid harming the
spiders.

Neil: So what did she ask?

Helen: it & XVt were any spiders harmed in the making of this cape? 13 %47 Wik {r
HHEL R 2%, SRKMEEA.

Neil: They did everything to avoid harming the spiders...
Helen: B4 TAEANREEAZERY'? Were people harmed by the spiders?

Neil: Well, that's a fair question and one that the BBC reporter put to Nick Godley,
who also worked on the cape ... And tell me afterwards if people were harmed.

Insert

Rebecca Jones: Given you work with spiders, what advice would you give to people who
are rather frightened of them?

Nick Godley: I'm still frightened of spiders.

Rebecca Jones: You're frightened of them?!

Nick Godley: Of course.

Rebecca Jones: But you've taught yourself to handle them and catch them.

Nick Godley: Well, you do and you get bitten and you survive and you learn to
appreciate that they're an incredible creature of nature as well.

Helen: Yes, they were! Nick Godley, Z&# X HilfEANZ—, ATk T frightened of the

spiders.
Neil: ... frightened because he got bitten...
Helen: .. .#&ngid. ..
Neil: But he said that you learn to appreciate ...
Helen: .. fxg8E8=52H. ..
Neil: ... that they're an incredible creature of nature...
Helen: .. ARAT#ZE#I2Y... Not for me. I'm still frightened of them!
Neil: Helen, | have to agree with the creator of this cape and say that spiders are

incredible. They produce this thread that's so special. The creator of this cape
asked the reporter to close her eyes and put a bit of thread on one of her
hands to see if she could feel how heavy it was. Have a listen and you will find
out just how heavy the thread extracted from the spiders is.
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Insert

Nick Godley: Put both your hands out...

Rebecca Jones: Okay.

Nick Godley: ... and shut your eyes. I'm gonna lower some silk into one of your hands.
You're going to tell me which hand...

Rebecca Jones: I've got absolutely no idea because | can't feel anything at all. Oh, it's in
my left hand. Gosh, it's completely weightless. So the silk is, well, as light as a feather.

Neil:

Helen:

Neil:

Helen:

Neil:

So, Helen, how heavy is the thread produced by the spiders that make this
amazing cape?

Hmmm. The thread is weightless! %3/ &. ERFKICE B LR, R T LR
Wk 2z AR b T b, G5 ARG AR E & GONEINFEER ! Light as a feather. That's
how heavy it is!

Well, maybe a feather is heavier than the threads but that's the expression
we use in English for things that are very light: As light as a feather. And to
prove to you that a spider is an incredible creature and that it's as light as a
feather, like its thread, | have one here in a match box in my pocket and I am
just going to lower it onto one of your hands...

What?! /REFEM IR T _EIUEY] it's an incredible creature and LbP) Bif 3
B2l R RRE IR, IRIERAEYFF! | am getting the hell out of here! | am
frightened of spiders, Neil! Bye.

Hey, wait! No! I'm joking! I'm joking! I have no spider here! I'd better go
after her. Goodbye!
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